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Matthew Bourne’s new ballet The Red Shoes lived up to all expectations - 

we had two full coaches, firstly on Wednesday evening and then another for 

the matinee on Thursday.  I think everyone was moved by what proved to be 

a very different way of portraying ballet, much of it was danced in bare feet 

allowing the dancers so much freedom and making it all appear so natural.  

We are all eagerly anticipating Matthew’s next new ballet! 
 

Westwood Manor is a small National Trust property but what a delight!  

Lived in by a family who have been tenants for many years it is full of 

treasures; ranging from ornate plasterwork ceilings, to massive original 

doors, some wonderful ancient musical instruments and lots of authentic 

furniture.  The fact there is only water in part of one wing and the staircases 

are medieval could well put many potential customers off the idea.  The New 

Inn provided an exceptionally good lunch for everyone and then we headed 

to The Courts, another delightful N.T. garden a few miles away. 
 

At the end of April, 38 of us headed to Bath to see Nell Gwynn directed by 

Christopher Luscombe.  Many of us enjoyed lunch at Raphael’s then took a 

leisurely stroll to the theatre for what most of us thought was a very 

colourful and entertaining afternoon. 
 

Lakes Maggiore and Orta beckoned at the beginning of May - I have to say 

that my concerns about driving to Heathrow on a Bank holiday were 

unfounded, the drive was one of the best we have done.  We were greeted at 

Milan by Paolo who looked after us throughout the tour, and what a 

wonderful tour it was.  There was a nip in the air with fresh snow on the 

mountains looking like icing on a cake.  The first day was free to explore the 

area and many took the cable car to the top of the mountain for some 

stunning views.  The next day we visited three islands on the lake and were 

wowed by the opulence of Isola Bella, had lunch on Isola Pescatori and 

loved the gardens of Isola Madre.  A day with a guide introduced us to the 

delights of Lake Orta; the thunderstorm at the end of the day cleared the air 

for our final day.  We took a train to Domodossola and caught the incredible 

mountain railway to Locarno in Switzerland.  It was a magical journey 

climbing thousands of feet and then descending to the far end of Lake 

Maggiore.  There was time for lunch and a wander before taking the ferry   

(3 hour ride) back to our hotel at Stresa.  All in all a very enjoyable holiday. 
 

We had another full coach for our visit to Antony N.T. which lies just over 

the county border into Cornwall.  After a quick stop for coffee on the way, 

we were split into two groups on arrival - one group visited the house and 

had lunch whilst the others were taken on a guided tour of the gardens.  Later 



we changed over - what a delightful place they chose to build their dream 

mansion, the family still live in much of the house and what a wonderful 

selection of mementoes they have accumulated for us to appreciate. 
 

Our most recent outing was to the Colston Hall for a performance by         

the Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra.  They began with Shostakovich’s 

Festival Overture.  Wow!  They really ‘gave it some welly’!  Freddy Kempf 

was the soloist for the Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No 3 – he was just 

brilliant.  The second half was just as wonderful as the first, a magical 

evening of outstanding music I’m sure we will all remember. 
 

So once again, to “what is new”?  My Fair Lady is the BLOC production 

this year which I’m sure will be well performed, judging by the standard set 

for Fiddler on the Roof last year - you already have the date.  The visit to the 

Royal Mint has proved so popular that I have arranged another date,  

Monday 9
th

 October.  If you have already booked but would prefer to go in 

October, just get in touch.  Last summer I took some fellow group organisers 

to Sheppy’s Cider – since then some extensive work has been completed and 

they now have the facilities to entertain us properly.  I think you will find 

this a very interesting visit during the apple harvest and lunch is included in 

the visit.  The final new visit is to the BBC Studios in Cardiff, we have 

visited the ones in Bristol but I think some of you may well like to see the 

ones in Cardiff.  Hopefully we’ll also be able to visit Llandaff Cathedral. 
 

One more date for your diary is Friday 6
th

 October when I’m delighted to tell 

you the Port Talbot Male Voice Choir will be singing at The Regal, thanks 

to a chance encounter I had at the Menin Gate back in June 2015. 
 

There are two new holidays in this Newsletter, Highlights of Shetland, the 

UK’s most northerly islands are somewhere I’ve always wanted to visit and I 

think we have a very comprehensive itinerary arranged with flights from 

Bristol.  Also there is another cruise arranged with Fred Olsen for October 

2018, Islands of the Indian Ocean.  I hope to break our journey in both 

directions with stop-overs in Dubai so the flights are not too lengthy.  
 

For a number of reasons Sharlie and I have decided that for 2018 we will not 

be sending Newsletters by e-mail, everyone will receive paper copies.  If you 

would like to share a copy with a friend that is not a problem, the cost will 

remain at £10 per year.  I very much hope you will continue your 

membership and will join us for some of the outings or join us for a holiday. 

With all best wishes  Sue 



Monday 12
th

 June ~ Rosemoor Garden R.H.S. 
 

 
 

Rosemoor Garden was first opened to the public in 1967 under the 

National Garden Scheme.  In 1988 Lady Palmer gave the garden and an 

additional 32 acres, to secure its privacy, to the R.H.S.  Since then it has 

developed hugely and today the garden covers 65 acres and has numerous 

buildings including a shop, restaurant and tea-room.  I’ve chosen a time 

when I hope the roses will be at their best and I’m sure you will find plenty 

to interest you during our visit! 
 

Cost:  Coach and entry – R.H.S. members £14       Non R.H.S. members £23 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.00am      Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 6.30pm 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
Friday 23

rd
 June ~ 7.30pm at Bristol Hippodrome 

 

 
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket: Premium seats £62   Stalls £49    Optional meal £15 

Depart: ~ Minehead 3.15pm  Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 11.45pm 

Thoroughly Modern Millie 
 

The 1922s flapper Millie has designs to marry her 

boss.  Her plans do not work out as she had 

intended and the plot gets involved and 

complicated but I’m sure that you will enjoy this 

very funny show.  An optional meal is arranged at 

the Radisson Blu before the show. 



Wednesday 28
th

 June ~ 7.15pm at The Brewhouse,     Taunton 

 

 

 

 
Jonas Kaufmann       Maria Agresta            Ludovic Tézier 

 

World-famous tenor Jonas Kaufmann makes his role debut as Otello in 
±ŜǊŘƛΩǎ passionate retelling of Shakespeare’s great tragedy.  Soprano Maria 
Agresta will be his Desdemona and baritone Ludovic Tézier his nemesis Iago 
in a new production by Olivier Award-winning director Keith Warner. 

 

Sadly this has not proved to be popular so we will be going by car rather 

than coach.  If you would like a ticket please get in touch a.s.a.p.  
 

Cost:  Ticket only: £19              Optional meal £13 

Depart: ~ Minehead 4.15pm  Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 11.30pm  

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
Saturday 1

st
 July ~ 1.30pm at Bristol Old Vic  

 

 
 

Another item that has not proved popular and we will be taking cars. 
 

Cost:  Car & ticket £39            Optional 2 course Meal £9 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.30am    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.00pm 

LIVE CINEMA:  
Live from the Royal Opera House Otello 

 

Julian Glover  and 

Lynn Farleigh 
with the stars of tomorrow. 



Tuesday 4
th

 July ~  

Cirencester & Misarden Park Gardens 
This visit has proved to be very popular and is fully booked, 

however I intend to repeat it next year and anyone on the 

waiting list will have first priority. 
 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.00am    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.00pm 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
Thursday 6

th
 July ~ 2.30pm at New Theatre, Cardiff 

The Buddy Holly Story 
Please contact me if you are interested in seeing this. 

 

Cost:  Coach and ticket £35   Stalls or Circle       Optional 2 course Meal £15 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.30am    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 8.00pm 

 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

Thursday 13
th

 July ~ Exmouth to Torquay or Brixham 
 

 
 

This trip with the Stuart Line, based at Exmouth, will take us past unique 

areas only accessible by boat where the cliffs are over 300 million years old.  

We’ll have a commentary on the way and see a variety of bird-life.  
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket: £26  

Depart: ~ Minehead 8.30am    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.15pm 

Sail the stunning South Devon Coast 
to Torbay! From this excellent 
vantage point there is the 
opportunity to see the exclusive 
coves, dramatic erosion and the 
dynamic impact of man.  You can 
choose to see Torquay or Brixham. 



Tuesday 22
nd

 August ~ 10.45am for Lunch at 1.00pm 

Crowcombe Court 
 

 
 

Crowcombe Court is Grade I listed and the home of David and Kate 

Kenyon who purchased it in 2011.  Built as a statement of wealth and a 

house in which to entertain, by Thomas Carew, it was completed in 1739 by 

Nathaniel Ireson, who also built Stourhead.  The style is described as 

Regional English Baroque and sits between the Queen Anne and Georgian 

periods.  Owned by the Carew family descendants until the 1950s it was then 

sold to be used as a Nursing Home.  Following a number of incarnations it 

was saved and restored to its former glory over the last 13 years.  The Great 

Hall makes for a grand entrance with fine examples of Italian plasterwork 

throughout.  The Ballroom, remodelled in the 1870s reputedly by Edward 

Barry, is a riot of Victorian colour and style. The superb marble fireplace is 

thought to have come from Stowe.  The dining room floor is painted with the 

arms of the Carew family.  The house also benefits from vaulted undercrofts 

which would have held the winter stores for the household.  The house holds 

a number of significant items of furniture and paintings.  The principal 

reception rooms are hung with later tapestries.  The gardens and parkland are 

listed Grade II and on the register of Historic Parks and Gardens of special 

historic interest in England.  These are gradually being restored and it will be 

interesting to watch over the coming years.  Please choose from: 
 

1) Cold Poached Salmon, Hollandaise Sauce, New Potatoes & Asparagus Salad 

2) Chicken Breast, Coronation Sauce, Wild Rice with Mixed leaf Salad 

a) Lemon Tart         b) Fresh Fruit Salad (both served with clotted cream) 
 

Cost:  Guided Tour and Two Course Lunch with coffee/tea - £30 

Arrival: ~ 10.45am           Departure: approx 2.30pm 



Saturday 26
th

 August ~2.30pm at Theatre Royal Bath 
 

 
 

Described by her reluctant landlord as “a bigoted, cantankerous, devious, 
unforgiving, self-centred, rank, rude, car-mad cow”, she was to provide the 
subject for one of Bennett’s best loved plays.  Originally a memoir, a radio 
series and, recently, a film, The Lady in the Van is classic Alan Bennett, 
touching, uplifting and wonderfully funny. 
 

This has to be one of my favourite films and I feel sure that the stage version 

will be very funny and very well worth while watching.  Alan Bennett’s 

reputation goes before him and we now know that Sara Kestleman will be 

taking the lead roll.  The Theatre Royal at Bath is one of the most difficult 

places to reserve tickets, but this time I am ahead of the game and have 

secured the ‘Best seats in the House’.  I’ve also reserved places at Raphael’s 

Restaurant for an optional lunch before the performance. 
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket - £43                Optional Meal £17 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.15pm    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.00pm 

Starring 

Sara Kestelman 
In 1974, Miss Mary 
Shepherd, a homeless 
woman, temporarily 
moved her clapped-out 
Bedford van into Alan 
Bennett’s front garden   
at Gloucester Crescent, 
Camden.  She remained 
parked there for the   
next fifteen years.  The 
genuinely eccentric gate-
crasher claims at various 
times to be a trained 
concert pianist, an ex-nun 
and on the run.  She 
founds her own political 
party and the Virgin Mary 
appears to her regularly. 



Tuesday 5
th

 September  ~ fully booked ~ additional date is 

 Monday 9
th

 October ~ The Royal Mint 

 

 
Experience the craftsmanship, the history and the stories, and you’ll even be 
able to strike your own coin.  Begin your visit with a tour of the Royal Mint 
factory.  Don your high visibility jacket, pass through the security checks and 
you’ll gain unprecedented access to the sights, sounds and smells of 90 
million coins being struck every week.  After the factory tour, continue your 
journey through the new interactive exhibition, an experience that brings to 
life the story of how coins are designed and produced.  Learn about the 
processes and skills involved in turning blank pieces of metal into miniature 
works of art for 60 countries around the world.  Get close to the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic medals, and listen to the stories of bravery 
rewarded with the UK’s gallantry and service medals. 
 

This has proved very popular so I have arranged a second date in October.  If 

you have already booked but would prefer to go on the second date please let 

me know so I can change you onto the second visit.  We will make a comfort 

stop on the way and plan to get there in time for you to have some 

refreshments before the planned tours which start at 2.00 and 2.15pm.  

Afterwards there will be time for a ‘cuppa’ before we head home again. 
 

Cost:  Coach and entrance ~ £27 

Depart: ~ Minehead 09.30am   Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.00pm 



Tuesday 26
th

 September ~ 7.30pm at Bristol Hippodrome 
 

 
 

Winner of six Tony Awards including best musical, My Fair Lady sparkles 
with wit, elegance and romance, telling the story of an Edwardian cockney 
flower girl’s transformation into the pride of London society, BLOC’S 
beautiful new production will transport you from the streets where you live 
to the flower markets of London, the racecourses of Ascot and the glittering 
heights of an Embassy Ball where everything is ‘Absolutely Bloomin’ Lovely’. 
The musical numbers include On The Street Where You Live, Get me to the 
Church on Time, Wouldn’t It Be Lovely, With A Little Bit of Luick and I’ve 
Grown Accustomed to her Face. 
My Fair Lady is a jewel in the crown of the great American musicals, written 
by Lerner and Loewe (Brigadoon, Camelot and Gigi) and based on George 
Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion. 
 

Last year we went to Bristol Light Operatic Company’s production of 

Fiddler on the Roof which was much enjoyed by everyone.  This production 

has proved so popular that it was a case of which performance I could get 

tickets in the stalls!  As a result I’ve now signed up to receive all their 

information and hopefully will be able to book earlier for their next 

production.  An optional meal is arranged at the Cote Brasserie before the 

performance. 
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket in the Stalls £40       Optional 2 course Meal £14 

Depart: ~ Minehead 3.00pm   Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 11.30pm 



Thursday 12
th

 October ~ 11.30am 

 
 

Visit to Sheppyõs Cider with Lunch 
 

{ƘŜǇǇȅΩǎ is one of the oldest premium cider making families in the world 

with a history that goes back over 200 years.  David Sheppy is the sixth 
generation to be Master of Cider and still champions the same methods 
used over two centuries ago, using traditional crafting skills with the best of 
modern technology to create their acclaimed range of award winning ciders.  
The brand new House of Cider Visitor Centre brings together the butchery, 
deli and café, stocked with the finest locally sourced produce. 
 

Sheppy’s Cider Farm has undergone some very major changes over the last 

few years.  First, some magnificent new stainless steel storage tanks were 

installed along with other necessary equipment, all at immense expense, they 

are certainly very impressive.  The next phase was to convert the older farm 

buildings into a magnificent Visitor Centre and a brand-new restaurant. 
 

We’ll visit Sheppy’s during harvest time in the orchards; on arrival we’ll 

enjoy coffee and have an introduction, then divide into two groups.  One 

group will make a visit to the orchards to see the harvest and then view the 

incredible new storage tanks and learn how the cider is made and maybe, 

even get to try some!  The other group will visit the museum and then have 

lunch in the new restaurant; after which the two groups will swap over.  

Before we leave there will be time to inspect the goodies in the shop and 

perhaps have a stock-up of some delicacies for gifts or to indulge at home. 
 

Cost:  Coach, coffee, visit and two course lunch ~ £34, without coach £27 

Depart: ~ Minehead 10.15am   Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 4.30pm 



Tuesday 17
th

 October ~ 12.30 & 2.30pm 
 

 
 

B.B.C. Tours at BBC Wales Broadcasting House Llandaff Cardiff 
 

Come and enjoy a behind the scenes tour of BBC Wales’s main headquarters 
in Llandaff and learn more about some of the programmes made at 
Broadcasting house, including Wales Today and Crimewatch.  You’ll discover 
how television programmes are made and find out about radio programmes 
broadcast on BBC Radio Wales and BBB Radio Cymru.  If that is not enough 
you can also have a go at creating your own news bulletin. 
 

Please remember that Broadcasting House is a working building so no two 
tours are the same but they will always be informative, entertaining and 
fun.  Tours take approx: one and a half hours and involve a certain amount 
of walking and standing.  Please note that drama productions, eg. Doctor 
Who and Casualty don’t feature in this tour. 
 

Television studios are always interesting places and I thought some of you 

may like to see the ones in Cardiff.  Numbers are limited for these tours but 

if there is a big demand we can repeat it another time.  I had also hoped to 

arrange a visit to Llandaff Cathedral which is very near but at present they 

are not sure of it will be accessible to visitors at this time as they are 

undertaking a major restoration programme.  However suffice it to say I will 

know soon and will make alternative arrangements if this is not an option. 
 

Cost:  Coach and entrance to BBC studios  ~ £26 

Depart: ~ Minehead 09.00am   Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 6.45pm 



Wednesday 25
th

 October ~ 2.30pm at Bristol Hippodrome 
 

 

Adapted from the book by Michael Morpurgo 
The National Theatre’s acclaimed production of WarHorse begins a major 
tour of the UK in September 2017 and Bristol is the second place it will be 
performed.  The tour will coincide with the Centenary commemorations of 
the end of the First World War and follows the production’s enormously 
successful tour of the UK 2013-2014. 
Whilst many of you will have seen this outstanding show, I know there will 

be some of you who have not.  In my opinion it is one of the most 

memorable productions that I have seen, the reason it has won so many 

accolades and why it has been showing in London for 10 years.  We will 

make our way to Bristol where you will be free to do a little retail therapy or 

enjoy a leisurely lunch before the matinee performance.   
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket Stalls premium seats £72            Stall “A” seats £62 

Depart: ~ Minehead 10.15am   Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 7.30pm 

 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

Future Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 6
th

 October – Regal Theatre 

Port Talbot Male Voice Choir 
 

Highclere Castle ~ (Downton Abbey) 
 

Tuesday 17
th

 July 2018 - Day visit to this delightful venue.  In January 

I was lucky to get a booking for next year so just make a note of the date if 

you would like to book. 



Thursday 2
nd

 November ~2.30pm at New Theatre Cardiff 
 

 
 

CILLA ς The Musical is the new spectacular and heart-warming musical 

adaptation of the critically acclaimed hit ITV television series by Bafta 
Award winner, Jeff Pope.  It will open at the Liverpool Empire in September 
and will then embark on a ten venue tour, the closest of which is in Cardiff. 
The musical is the final project Cilla gave her approval to before she died in 
August 2015.  It tells the extraordinary story of the teenage girl from 
Liverpool whose dreams of stardom were realised after an introduction by a 
young John Lennon to music mogul Brian Epstein changed Priscilla White’s 
life forever!  This chance meeting led to Cilla becoming one of Britain’s best-
loved entertainers of all times. 
The show will concentrate more on the music than the TV programme did.  
The musical score is the ultimate soundtrack to the 60’s including Cilla’s 
greatest hits “Anyone Who Had A Heart”, “Alfie”, “Something Tells Me” and 
many more.  The show is notably directed by one of Britain’s most successful 
West End Theatre/film producers BILL KENWRIGHT and the acclaimed 
director/writer Bob Tomson.  Cilla’s eldest son Robert Willis is the Executive 
Producer. 
 

I know how shocked we were to hear of the untimely death of Cilla eighteen 

months ago.  I’m delighted to see that Bill Kenwright will be the director; 

I’ve never seen a disappointing show that he has directed so I feel very 

confident this show will be very professionally produced.  An optional meal 

is arranged at Giovanni’s Restaurant after the show 
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket £46                 Optional 2 course Meal £15 

Depart: ~ Minehead 9.30am     Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 8.00pm 



Thursday 30
th

 November ~7.30pm at Wales Millennium  

       Centre, Cardiff 
 

 
 

Cameron Mackintosh’s acclaimed new production of Boubill & Schonberg’s 
legendary musical Miss Saigon – a recent smash hit in the West End – is 
embarking on a major UK tour.  Winner of a record-breaking nine 
Whatsonstage Awards including Best Show, this epic love story tells the 
tragic tale of young bar girl Kim, orphaned by war, who falls in love with an 
American GI called Chris – but their lives are torn apart by the fall of Saigon. 
 

I have been waiting for this brilliant show to go on tour and it would seem 

our first opportunity of seeing it will be at the Cardiff Millennium Centre.  I 

managed to get hold of the booking office the first day bookings opened and 

reserved the very best seats in both the circle and the stalls in the usual way.  

Although I asked for the matinee performance, and thought that was what I 

had booked, unfortunately they are not running a matinee on that day so 

reserved us evening tickets.  To change to a matinee would mean going 

during the few days around Christmas, which I am sure you will not want to 

do, and paying an extra £7 per ticket, about which I am furious!  Having 

thought it through, it will mean we can eat before the performance rather 

than afterwards and I hope we will have a clear run back to Minehead later, 

so I’ve decided to stick with the tickets I have already reserved and hope that 

those interested will think it worth having a late night return. 
 

Cost:  Coach and ticket - Circle or Stalls £72          Optional Meal £17 

Depart: ~ Minehead 2.45pm    Return: ~ Minehead (approx) 12.30am 



    “EE Stay-Aways”  
 

Thoresby Hall & Chatsworth Flower Show ~ 5 - 9 June 
 

A Week in Gotland ~ 14 - 21 June  
 

 Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace ~ 2
 
- 4 August  

Something for everyone and one of the best shows ever, so don’t miss out! 
 

South then West of France ~ 11 - 21 September  
 

Vintage Railways of the North West ~ 28 Sept - 2 Oct 
 

New Zealand, North & South Islands ~ 8-29 November 

Riviera Travel run a very comprehensive tour of both islands.  
 

Christmas near London ~ 1 - 4 December 
The Grims Dyke Hotel with in-house entertainment and Waddesdon Manor. 
 

A visit to the Holy Land ~ 26 Feb - 7 March 2018 
This very special tour will be led by Revd Barry Priory 
 

Moscow to St Petersburg River Cruise ~ 30 May - 10 June 2018 
 

 Highlights of Shetland 2 - 7 July 2018 from Bristol. 

Stunning scenery, wonderful wildlife, island’s best hotel and 3 full day tours. 
 

 Islands of the Indian Ocean ~ 16 Oct - 2 Nov 2018 

Two week cruise with Fred Olsen - sail from Colombo to the Maldives, the 

Seychelles and to Mauritius.  Stop-overs planned in Dubai for both journeys. 

 

Provisional Plans for Future Holidays 
 

Venice in Spring-time 22 - 28 March 2018 6 nights from Bristol. 
 

Woburn Abbey & Bletchley Park 20 - 24 June 2018  4 nights 



Wednesday 2
nd

 - Friday 4
th

 August 2017 

B B C Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace 

 
 

Visitors called it ‘The best day out in ages!’ and ‘An amazing event with 
something for everyone…..one day there is hardly long enough!’                  

BBC Countryfile Live returns to Blenheim Palace on 3-6 August 2017 to 

bring you the best of Britain’s countryside.  With a whole host of exciting 
new attractions for 2017, the show brings together everything visitors 
cherish about our countryside, from wildlife and farming, to outdoor 
pursuits and food, for everyone to enjoy.  Watch an exclusive Countryfile 
Live stage show; meet rare breeds and livestock; climb on mighty farm 
machinery; watch live animal arena shows; discover British wildlife; get 
stuck into outdoor activities; learn from cooking and craft demonstrations.   
 

I understand it was a great show last year so I’ve booked accommodation for 

two nights at the Premier Inn at Stratford-on-Avon so we can attend.  We’ll 

make the most of our day travelling to Stratford with a visit to the Jacobean 

Manor, Stanway House which boasts the highest natural fountain in the 

country.  Whilst at Stratford some of you may also like to take the 

opportunity of enjoying some Shakespeare (up to you to book tickets).  I’ve 

reserved tickets and seats for the main displays for the first two days of the 

show so you will not be rushed trying to fit it all in on one day. 
 

Cost:- Includes travel in a Ridlers Executive coach, dinner B&B for two 

nights at the Premier Inn at Stratford-on-Avon, entrance & tea at Stanway 

House, tickets for Countryfile show on 3
rd

 & 4
th

 August & all gratuities.  

Single room supplement will be £90.       Sharing a double/twin room is £245 

 



Monday 11
th

 - Thursday 21
st 

September 2017 

Heading to the South then West of France 
 

 
Part of the Abbey at Cluny    Carcassonne 

 

Monday 11 September - We make our way to Portsmouth where we catch 

the overnight ferry to St Malo in Brittany with overnight cabins.  

Tuesday 12 September - We make our way to Orleans for a guided tour 

then overnight at the Novotel Hotel with dinner included.  
 

Wednesday 13 September – We head to Beaune for a leisurely guided walk 

and then free time to explore.  Our hotel is the Hotel Henry II. 
 

Thursday 14 September 2017 –Visit to Dijon with a guided visit then free 

time.  On the return we visit a vineyard for wine tasting followed by dinner. 
 

Friday 15 September 2017 – We head to the historic monastery and town 

of Cluny and thence to Lyon and check into the Globe et Cecil. 

Saturday 16 September 2017 – A guided tour of Lyon with a visit to the 

Fine Arts Museum.  Afterwards free time to enjoy this wonderful city. 
 

Sunday 17 September 2017 –We‘ll travel along the Rhône Valley to 

Avignon and visit the Papal Palace then to Nimes to stay at Hotel Imperator. 
 

Monday 18 September 2017 – a guided tour of Nimes followed by a visit to 

the Camargue area hopefully to see the wild horses and flamingos. 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 – Today we visit Carcassonne, a World 

Heritage site, then to Toulouse, overnight at the Mercure Saint Georges. 

Wednesday 20 September 2017 – We head to Santander and catch the 

ferry, cabins, dinner & breakfast included.  

Thursday 21
st
 September – we arrive at Plymouth in the afternoon then 

drive back to West Somerset.  

Cost: Includes return coach travel in a Ridlers executive coach, 8 nights 

B&B, 2 nights DB&B on board a ferry, wine-tasting, 3 dinners, guides & 

audio guides as per the Flyer & gratuities.  Single room supplement £350. 

Sharing twin/double room from £1,240 - £1,390 depending on numbers 



Wednesday 8
th

 - Wednesday 29
th

 November 

New Zealand -  North & South Islands 
 

 
 

This tour is arranged with Riviera Travel on a B&B basis with some 

additional meals; if you are interested please ask for the full details. 
 

We travel to Heathrow for our flight to Singapore where we have two days 

to see the sights before taking an overnight flight to Auckland.  The next day 

we enjoy a sightseeing tour of the “City Of Sails” then visit Auckland 

Museum before travelling to the beautiful Bay of Islands, visiting the giant 

Kauri trees at the Parry Kauri Park, and having a guided tour of The Treaty 

House, at Waitangi on the way to our hotel for 2 nights.  We’ll have a boat 

cruise and continue to Cape Brett before travelling south to the farmland area 

of Cambridge.  Tonight you will stay with a family on a traditional 

farmstead and share a family meal.  We then head to Rotorua; at Te Puia we 

see Maori arts & crafts and enjoy a Maori feast.  From here we head south to 

Huka Falls then to Napier and to Wellington for a city tour.  

We take the ferry to Picton on South Island, visit Blenheim on the way to 

Nelson, have a cruise of Abel Tasman National Park whilst heading to 

Christchurch where we see evidence of the devastating earthquake of 2011; 

visit the ‘Cardboard Cathedral’ and Botanical Gardens.  We then take the 

Trans-Alpine train to Arthur’s Pass, our coach takes us to Franz Josef for 

our 20 minute scenic helicopter ride!  We move over the Haast Pass to Lake 

Wanaka to Queenstown for 2 nights.  Then through the Fiordland National 

Park to Milford Sound for a cruise; through the Homer Tunnel to Te Anau.  

From here we head north to Arrowtown, famous for its gold-mining legacy, 

then to the Mackenzie Basin & to Omarama.  From here to Lake Pukaku at 

the base of Mount Cook for an optional helicopter ride; so to Lake Tekapo 

and the Canterbury Plains, thence to Christchurch where we catch our flight 

back to the UK. 

Cost: Sharing twin - includes return flights Singapore Airlines with stop 

over, accommodation and excursions as described (see flyer) £4,799. 



Friday 1
st
 - Monday 4

th
 December 

CHRISTMAS near LONDON 

 
Waddesdon Manor N.T. 

This year will be a little different from our other pre-Christmas visits but I 

really don’t think you will be too disappointed as there is a great programme 

awaiting you - some of which I am going to keep as a surprise!  You know 

you love trying to guess where we are going!  This time we are staying at the 

Grim’s Dyke Hotel at Harrow, somewhere I have used before and the former 

home of W.S. Gilbert of Gilbert & Sullivan fame.   
 

After a comfort stop on Friday we will head to Blenheim Palace, which will 

be decked out for the festive season, and I feel confident there will be more 

than enough to occupy you for the afternoon on the way to our hotel.  On 

Friday evening the hotel are running a Murder Mystery during dinner so we 

will all be well entertained.  On Saturday we will make our way to 

Waddesdon Manor NT which will be spectacularly dressed for Christmas - 

there will be no rush and you can take your time to enjoy it all.  Sunday is a 

BIG SUPRRISE and on Sunday evening the hotel will be performing one of 

their Gilbert & Sullivan Operatic Evenings.  On Monday we’ll head for 

home, stopping for both coffee and lunch on the way. 
 

Cost: includes coach travel throughout in a Ridlers executive coach; three 

nights dinner B&B at the Grims Dyke Hotel, Harrow; entrance to all places 

mentioned and lunch on return journey. 

Sharing twin/double room from £420 - £445 depending on numbers. 

The Single room supplement is £75. 



Monday 26
th

 February - Wednesday 7
th

 March 2018 

A Pilgrimage to The Holy Land  
Led by Revd Barry Priory 

 
Jerusalem 

This tour has been a very long time in the planning!  As some of you may 

remember, Barry Priory agreed to lead a group of us from Minehead a few 

years ago; but the political situation was very unsettled so we reluctantly 

postponed the trip then; fortunately the situation is much more settled now.    

I’m sure most of you will remember Barry from his time as incumbent at 

Porlock and I’m delighted he will be leading us on this tour.  I was able to go 

to the Holy Land 18 months ago which has undoubtedly ‘changed my life’.  

We’ve tried to arrange the programme so the itinerary includes as much as 

possible, without tiring you too much, but you should be aware there will be 

quite a bit of walking involved. 
 

The intention of going early in the year is two-fold - firstly it should not be 

too hot and secondly I am assured the Spring flowers should be looking at 

their best! We want you to be aware this is not just for committed Christians; 

it is open to everyone, of faith or no faith, or those who are just not sure.  We 

will visit those places most associated with Jesus and I’m sure everyone will 

bring back their own special memories.  Actually standing in the very cell 

where Christ was held before his crucifixion is an incredible feeling! 
 

We will fly from Heathrow, and a coach is arranged from Minehead but 

charged extra, depending on numbers.  We will have the services of a guide 

throughout our tour and will stay for six nights just outside the walled city in 

Jerusalem.  All meals are included.  One day is an optional excursion to 

Masada and the Dead Sea.  If you have not been, then you should not miss 

the opportunity!  We have three nights based right beside the Sea of Galilee 

and will explore that part of the country where much of Jesus’ ministry took 

place, before we head back to Heathrow and to West Somerset. 



 
The Sea of Galilee 

Itinerary in Brief! 

 Day 2 - Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Church of St Peter (High 
Priests House) on Mount Zion, lunch at St Andrew’s Guest House, travel to 
Bethany to see the Church and Tomb of Lazarus. 
Day 3 - Bethlehem - we cross into Palestine and visit the Shepherds Fields 
(H.C.) lunch at Bethlehem Rehab Centre, Manger Square, Grotto of the 
Nativity and St Jerome’s Caves, shopping opportunity. 
Day 4 - Enter Jerusalem walled city to follow Via Dolorosa (Stations of the 
Cross) to Church of Holy Sepulchre.  Drive west of city, Yad Vashem 
Memorial to Holocaust, lunch Sisters of Sion, Ein Karem, Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Day 5 - Free day or Optional Excursion to Masada, Herod’s desert fortress, 
swim in Dead Sea, lunch in Lot Hotel, call at Qumran  where Dead Sea 
Scrolls were discovered also Wadi Qelt to view Monastery of St. George. 
Day 6 - Enter Old City, walk through Jewish Quarter to Western Wall, view 
Temple Mount, Pool of Bethesda, St. Anne’s Crusader Church, lunch Ecce 
Homo Convent, visit the Garden Tomb, rest of afternoon free. 
Day 7 - Option of service at St. George’s Cathedral, depart Jerusalem, drive 
to Jericho, lunch at garden restaurant, Mount of Temptation, River Jordan 
baptismal site, follow Jordan Valley to Sea of Galilee - Ron Beach Hotel. 
Day 8 - Mount Tabor, Basilica of the Transfiguration, Nazareth, village 
reconstruction of 1st C Galilean life including lunch, St Gabriel’s Church 
(Mary’s well), Basilica of Annunciation, Tiberias & Cana (water into wine) 
Day 9 - Lakeside Ministry, Capernaum, (H.C.) beside lake at Tabgha, Church 
of Loaves and Fishes, Mensa Christi, Mount of Beatitudes, Sermon on the 
Mount, lunch, sail across Sea of Galilee, free time in afternoon. 
Day 10 - Depart Tiberias, drive to Mediterranean coast to Caesarea for visit, 
thence to Ben Gurion Airport for homeward flight and coach home. 
 

Cost: Sharing twin - includes return flights, entrance fees, full board for 9 

nights ~ £1,895.  Single room Supplement £445 (see flyer for reduction).  

Please ask for the full details and a booking form if you are interested. 



 Monday 2
nd

 - Saturday 7
th

 July 2018  

Highlights of Shetland with Travel Editions 
 

 
 

The truly beautiful islands of Shetland are the most northerly part of the 

British Isles.  They have been inhabited for at least 6,000 years and have a 

wealth of historical sites.  We plan to fly from Bristol to Aberdeen where we 

will take the overnight ferry to Lerwick, the capital of the largest island.   

We will be staying at the Busta House Hotel, one of the best hotels on the 

island.  We will have three full days touring the islands, covering them from 

the very northerly point on the island of Unst to the most southerly tip of the 

mainland.  We will see some magnificent scenery; visit the RSPB Reserve at 

Sumburg Head, one of Britain’s most accessible seabird colonies where the 

100m high rocky spur is capped with its historic lighthouse.  We will see a 

huge variety of sea-birds, hopefully including the delightful puffins, around 

5,000 of which (20% of the Scottish population) breed in the colony. 
 

During our day exploring the north we’ll drive to Toft and cross to the island 

of Yell, the second largest of the Shetland Islands with some magnificent 

beaches, a haven for wildlife and wild flowers.  Much of the BBC’s film the 

Track of the Wild Otter was filmed on the east coast of Yell.  We also cross 

to the island of Unst and visit Muness Castle, then drive about as far north as 

it is possible in the British Isles and enjoy the views from Saxa Vord Hill.  



 
 

 
 

 
 

Cost: £995 - £1,175 depending on numbers.  Single supplement £220 

including single occupancy of double berth cabin. 

This very comprehensive visit will also 

include visiting the site of the old Norse 

parliament at Tingwall, the church there 

dates back to the 12
th

 century.  Together with 

Whiteness and Weisdale this area is one of 

the most attractive in the centre of the main 

island.  We will also visit the dramatic cliffs 

at Esher Ness on the western point of the 

main island; here they are blasted by the full 

force of the Atlantic Ocean and display a 

stunning array of stacks, blowholes and geos 

(narrow inlets).  However, the Eshaness 

peninsula also tells a fascinating story of a 

long extinct volcano and a very different past 

environment. 
 

Our last day on the islands will be spent in 

the capital Lerwick, a bustling cosmopolitan 

seaport with services and amenities only 

usually found in much larger places on       

the mainland.  With a colourful history 

(involving both the Dutch and the French) it 

has a population of about 7,500.  The old 

waterfront is busy with pleasure boats (you 

can take one on a wildlife cruise), visiting 

yachts and working boats.  Not to be missed 

is the state of the art Shetland Museum. 
 

In the evening we will catch the overnight 

ferry back to Aberdeen from where we will 

take a flight back to Bristol.  This exciting 

‘adventure’ has been very carefully put 

together by Ellen Walker who is one of the 

most knowledgeable travel agent involved 

with Scotland. 
 

Included - all transfers, return flights, three 

nights’ DB&B at the Busta House Hotel, two 

nights’ on the ferry with D&B. 

  



 Tuesday 16
th

 October - Friday 2
nd

 November 2018  
 

Islands of the Indian Ocean 
Cruise with Fred Olsen on-board  Boudicca 

 

 
 

An abundance of incredible experiences awaits you on this cruise to the 

Indian Ocean, where well-known holiday destinations are perfectly blended 

with undiscovered gems. From picture-perfect beaches in the Seychelles, to 

the lush, volcanic interior of Réunion Island, a contrast of landscapes awaits 

your discovery. There’s also the opportunity to explore tropical forests, seek 

out giant land tortoises, snorkel coral reefs and discover diverse cultures. 
 

After joining Boudicca in Colombo you’ll head south-west to the slender 

chain of coral islands that make up the Maldives. First stop is Uligamu, 

where you can observe local Maldivian life and browse the markets, before a 

visit to the capital, Malé, showcases a more energetic side to the Maldives. 

The city’s bustling streets lined with skyscrapers blanket the entire islet that 

they sit on. From here you can tour to the gorgeous tropical island resort of 

Kuda Bandos; feel the sand between your toes on a stroll along the picture-

perfect, white-sand beaches. 
 

All included in your cruise price: Comfortable en-suite accommodation 

Breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, five-course à la carte dinner, late night buffet 

and self-service tea & coffee • Varied daytime activities • Lectures and talks 

• Swimming pools, Jacuzzis and gym • Choice of live evening entertainment 

• 3 formal nights and group cocktail party. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Cost: From £1,619.  At this stage we are just booking the cruise.  The plan 

is to make a stop-over at Dubai on both journeys and it is hoped this can be 

achieved for the same money as Fred Olsen charges for just the flights.  

More details will be available at the end of the year as the flights are released 

Next begins your exploration of the 

Seychelles, a stunning archipelago made up 

of 115 islands. With a full day on Mahé and 

almost two days on Praslin, you’ll have time 

to tick off the unmissable ‘must-do’ 

experiences. Explore the tropical forest of 

Vallée de Mai, home to huge Coco de Mer 

nuts and rare Black Parrots; encounter 

Moyenne Island’s famous giant land 

tortoises; and take your pick from the many 

quintessential Seychelles beaches.  Some of 

the best can be found on La Digue Island, 

while the beaches of Anse Lazio and Cote 

d’Or are equally appealing. Sandwiched 

between these calls is an unforgettable 

sailing past tropical Silhouette Island. 
 

 Réunion Island, a republic of France, 

follows. The sweeping volcanic landscapes, 

dense forests and beautiful waterfalls are just 

begging to be explored, as are the southern 

villages which appear to be frozen in time. 

The charming Creole houses remain as they 

were fifty years ago. Opt for an awe-

inspiring helicopter tour for breath-taking 

views into the ravine of the island’s active 

volcano and across the surrounding 

countryside.  
 

Last, but not least, you’ll have a day to 

explore Port Louis. Here you can sample the 

cultural diversity of the Mauritian way of 

life, from tea tasting in the beautiful Chinese 

Pagoda, to exploring the colourful central 

market wonders, including the Trou-aux-

Cerfs Volcano and the ‘Seven- Coloured 

Earth’ sand dunes. 



NEWSLETTERS AND BOOKINGS 
 

The “Exmoor Extroverts” is not a commercial organisation: there is an 

annual fee of £10 per household which goes towards the cost of the 

newsletters.  Prices for outings and meals are inclusive of gratuities.  If you 

would like food that is not on the menu, for special diets, do please make a 

note on the booking form, or phone me.  We acknowledge bookings via e-

mail whenever possible and you can usually contact me by e-mail even if I 

am away or abroad.  However, if you’ve not got e-mail and want to be sure 

that we’ve got your booking, please call on 01984 631036 - if I don’t answer 

PLEASE leave a clear message with your full name & phone number.      

A few days before the outing, we normally phone all those who have 

booked, just to remind them!  Bookings that are cancelled: - if the tickets are 

re-sold, will be credited to your account (less £3 admin per ticket) to be used 

against a future booking.  ‘Stay-Away’ cancellations can’t be refunded 

unless the place can be filled so holiday insurance is therefore recommended. 
 

COACHES – for day trips start at the junction of King Edward 

Road with Alexandra Road.  Please try to park in Alexandra Road or 

King George Road - please do NOT block anyone’s drive or park where 

the coach stops!  The coaches go through Alcombe, picking up at the 

Silvermead bus stop and from there make their way along the A39 to 

Williton, (picking up on the way as requested) and should arrive at Williton 

15/20 minutes after leaving Minehead.  The route from Williton depends on 

where we are heading; if we are going to Exeter then we can pick up in 

Taunton, either opposite Norton Camp, the bus stop near the crematorium or 

in Wellington Industrial estate.  For our trips to Bristol, Bath, or Cardiff we 

go via the A39 and can pick up en-route to Bridgwater.  If you are in any 

doubt about pick-up points, do please give me a call.  ‘Stay-Aways’ start in 

Townsend Road as there is more room for the luggage there. 
 

The Exmoor Extroverts started life in 1999 with a trip to the Bristol 

Hippodrome to see Phantom of the Opera.  This proved to be so popular I 

was asked to arrange more outings.  From that small beginning, we have 

snowballed!  In 2016 we undertook over 40 outings and 13 ‘Stay-Aways’.  

2017 already has a busy programme!  I hope you’ll find something to your 

liking and join us for some of the outings or holidays.  If you’ve any queries, 

or ideas for future outings, please get in touch. 

       Sue Shapland  


